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Ban Fracking on the Island of ireland

Fracking Featured as New Storyline in Iconic Dick Tracy Comic Strip

EcoWatch, July 10, 2013
This week, the legendary comic strip Dick Tracy began an on-going storyline on GoComics.com
about fracking. Writer Mike Curtis and illustrator Joe Staton pen the cartoon, using Wheaton
Farm as the subject for a relentless Mr. Hy Pressure who is determined to lease the family’s
land to the fracking industry.
http://ecowatch.com/2013/fracking-featured-storyline-in-dick-tracy-comic/

CAMPAIGN NEWS – NATIONAL
LUSH
Lush Cosmetics is giving its 105 UK and Irish shop windows, staff and online
channels to grassroots activist group Frack Off for 10 days. All Lush stores will
host a Don’t Frack our Future campaign devised for by Frack Off and campaigners
at Lush Cosmetics. A central tool is an animation explaining the process of
unconventional oil and gas extraction in the context of a family’s resistance to
fracking in Lancashire. “When we inform our customers that fracking and
unconventional gas extraction is coming to the UK and Ireland they freak out,” says
Tamsin Omond, head of global campaigns at Lush. “The idea that politicians are
risking our water supply and our air quality so that energy companies can drill deep
beneath our land goes against all common sense. This campaign will educate tens
of thousands of people about the threat of fracking to their communities.” - See
more at: http://brand-e.biz/lush-cosmetics-gives-retail-space-frackoff_29259.html#sthash.mVoIufKu.dpuf

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lush-Cosmetics-Ltd-Grafton-Street-DublinBranch/13885483799
Watch the video: http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://brand-e.biz/lush-

cosmetics-gives-retail-space-frackoff_29259.html&ct=ga&cad=CAEQAhgBIAAoATAAOABArYWjjwVIAVAAWABiBWVuLV
VT&cd=ofZigPPjJe0&usg=AFQjCNEIiMKxE4vHCv9Ja9o4OnzPzFmsFQ

UPCOMING EVENTS – NATIONAL
Vision 2030 - The Future of Energy in Ireland , 19 Sept.Bush Hotel, Carrick-on-Shannon
Contact: goodenergiesalliance@gmail.com

CAMPAIGN NEWS INTERNATIONAL
EGYPT
Winning against the odds – How an Egyptian community stopped BP in its tracks. See more at: http://platformlondon.org/2013/06/25/winning-against-the-odds-how-anegyptian-community-stopped-bp-in-its-tracks/#sthash.xRc2FnoA.dpuf

WHAT YOU CAN /MUST DO
Please comment on this article
The shale gas revolution is here http://www.zawya.com/story/Shales_impact_on_Middle_East-ZAWYA20130717075721/
(...)
On a recent trip to Ireland, which reportedly has large shale gas reserves but also has some of
the most picturesque countryside in the world, fracking is a divisive subject. Ireland could
definitely do with the financial benefit that an on-shore energy industry would provide, it would
create plentiful, long term jobs and benefits to the wider community, and it could help Ireland's
balance of payments. Although Ireland has a current account surplus, nearly all of the money
that is brought into the country through tourism is spent on importing energy from elsewhere.
If it didn't have to spend the money on importing energy then Ireland could have an even
larger capital buffer. Financial security is a hot topic in Ireland, especially after the country
needed to be bailed out by the European Union, the IMF and the European Central Bank in
2010. (...)
A campaigner did comment:
Your view that Ireland would have "large shale gas reserves" is a hoax. It's pure
industry propaganda far away from any reality. See these two articles:
http://tinyurl.com/frackingireland/fracking---a-boom-and-bust
https://sites.google.com/site/frackingireland/open-letter-to-all-members-of-theirish-parliament---loophead-wins-ireland-s-top-tourism-destination-competitionbut-enegi-wants-to-frack-there

LETTERS - CORRESPONDENCE

From Fracking Free Brussels – Geraldine
This is my write-up of last week's EIA vote.
Please read, comment and share. Also click on the links to learn more.
http://www.ejolt.org/2013/07/meps-putting-the-brakes-on-fracking-in-europe/

MOVIES- SONGS- VIDEO'S - PRESENTATIONS
GASLAND 11
Let's see how long it will stay on YouTube. Here is Gasland 2
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AdlVH1IjQu4
Jessica sent these links:
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part

1
2
3
4
5

-

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncGw87eEZcc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkBy5tRcHgc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTM1hTR3nhE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kjwbxj7mV3o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyPiiVJJWI8

Charlie downloaded the parts, did put them together and uploaded the film as
a whole again.
If YouTube takes it down, there is still a chance to watch the single parts...
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------It's from last year. Very conclusive:
David Hughes, Post Carbon Institute @ Cornell (new video)
http://williamahuston.blogspot.ie/2012/08/david-hughes-post-carboninstitute.html
New video: J. David Hughes speaking at Cornell in
May.http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4aaOPWvw3I
This is a fascinating talk by a research fellow at the Post Carbon Institute,
given at Cornell-5-2-12,
"Energy Sustainability Dilemma : Powering the Future in a Finite
World"
Most of the easy energy is gone. This was oil which was plentiful, and easy to
get, with a very high net Energy Return on Investment (EROI).
Now we are pursuing Deep Ocean Drilling, Tar Sands, Fracked Shale Gas, etc.
Are we heading for a dead end? Where the it takes more energy to get the

gas then the gas itself holds?
What about Wind and Solar? Can they make up the difference?
This talk is somewhat technical, but essential if we are to understand our
energy options as our society pushes for more energy
The slides are here: http://www.eeb.cornell.edu/howarth/HUGHES%20Cornell
%20Ithaca%20May%202%202012.pdf
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Great video on resistance to shale oil fracking in Argentina via our
colleague in Brazil.
Argentinian video on Mapuches resistance in Spanish
Some parts in English
Tupungato Por Agua Pura
QUERES SABER POR QUE LOS MAPUCHES TOMARON 4 TORRES PETROLERAS,...
ESTO ESTA PASANDO AHORA ...!!! ESTE DOCUMENTAL GRABADO ENTRE
MAPUCHES Y COLABORADORS, TE VA A EXPLICAR QUE ES LO QUE DEFENDEMOS
...!!!!http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ru9-pQVfGKo

OIL COMPANIES - SHELL/ENEGI OIL
Report: Shell, Global Megafrackers:
http://ubuntuone.com/5bQ4pK8iSbpO0j3vnTRLTS

Shell’s Peter Voser “Shale and Renawables Combined Will Drive Our Energy
Future”
http://blogs.terrapinn.com/world-oil-and-gas/2013/07/04/shells-peter-vosershale-renawables-combined-drive-energy-future/?

pk_campaign=Blog_Newsletter_World%20Oil%20&%20Gas&pk_kwd=20130704&elq=d13c941e20bf4aa9b3e9aa201da139a1&elqCampaignId=4674&pk_ca
mpaign=Blog_Newsletter_World%20Oil%20&%20Gas&pk_kwd=2013-0704&elq=d13c941e20bf4aa9b3e9aa201da139a1&elqCampaignId=4674-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ENEGI OIL

Enegy is making a lot of headlines. Here the News Alerts from Friday and Saturday:
Enegi Oil strikes new North Sea deal – TheBusinessDesk.com
TheBusinessDesk.com Business Desk:- Enegi Oil strikes new North Sea deal.
http://www.thebusinessdesk.com/northwest/news/487020-enegi-oil-strikes-new-north-seadeal.html
Market Movers: Enegi Oil, Antrim Energy, Empyrean ... - YouTube
Enegi Oil and Antrim Energy were among the early bloomers on London's junior stock
market ...
http://www.thebusinessdesk.com/northwest/news/487020-enegi-oil-strikes-new-north-seadeal.html
Clever Buoys to Make Uneconomic Fields Work
Rigzone
Enegi Oil plc is a small exploration and production company
http://www.rigzone.com/news/oil_gas/a/127668/Clever_Buoys_to_Make_Une
conomic_Fields_Work

POLITICAL NEWS – EU/IRELAND
From Fracking Free Brussels – Geraldine
This is my write-up of last week's EIA vote.
Please read, comment and share. Also click on the links to learn more.
http://www.ejolt.org/2013/07/meps-putting-the-brakes-on-fracking-in-europe/
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Not everyone is happy with the outcome of the ENVI voting 11 July
MEP's Deal a blow to crop based bio fuels - http://www.euractiv.com/energy/meps-dealblow-crop-based-biofue-news-529274?utm_source=EurActiv
%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=d1e3b477b8newsletter_energy&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bab5f0ea4e-d1e3b477b8-245740849
Anger at Brussels attacking fracking http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/politics/5009162/Anger-at-Brussels-attackingfracking-as-Brits-back-shale-gas-exploration-in-Sun-poll.html
Happy people:
EP environment committee vote on EIA Direcetive ' abreath of fresh air' http://www.eeb.org/EEB/index.cfm/news-events/news/ep-environment-committee-vote-oneia-directive-e28098a-breath-of-fresh-aire28099/
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------No pan-EU shale gas ban

EU Commissioner Janez Potočnik in Vilnius: No shale gas ban under discussion (July 17)
http://www.15min.lt/en/article/business/eu-commissioner-janez-potocnik-in-vilnius-no-shalegas-ban-under-discussion-527-354271
Brussels is not considering the possibility to suggest introducing a pan-EU ban on
controversial shale gas but has called on member states to continue focusing on
renewable energy resources, European Commissioner for Environment Janez
Potočnik says.
In an interview with BNS following a discussion with EU environment ministers in Vilnius, the
commissioner said that the European Commission would present a proposal on ways to ensure
environmental standards during shale gas exploitation but the scope of regulation was not
decided yet.
Euractiv story about the EU court ruling on Poland's shale gas licenses with a
prominent quote from Antoine. (Friends of the Earth Europe)
Another story on the same theme apparently coming out tomorrow, with another quote from
Antoine as well.
EU court casts doubt on legality of Poland’s shale gas licences
http://www.euractiv.com/energy/eu-court-casts-doubt-legality-po-news-529286
(...)
Published 15 July 2013
Poland’s shale gas business is facing a serious challenge after the EU’s highest court ruled that
Warsaw violated European law by allowing licences to be issued for the exploration and
extraction of hydrocarbons, without fully open tenders.
The European Court of Justice ruling, issued on 27 June, affects around 100 shale gas
exploration licences issued by Warsaw to firms which were accompanied by production permits
that had not been put out to tender, in breach of the EU’s Hydrocarbon Directive.
The ruling could have grave consequences for Poland, Polish news media reported, with the
country's current policy aimed at protecting exploration licence holders' interests by issuing
subsequent production licences without tenders.
Friends of the Earth hailed the ruling as “a massive setback” for Poland’s shale gas industry,
which would delay the roll-out of new drills and allow more time for the European Commission
to draw up environmental legislation. (...)

IRISH NEWS
Shale Gas Bulletin Ireland - https://sites.google.com/site/shalegasbulletinireland/allprevious-issues/issue-no-12---july-15-2013

EU -NEWS

FRANCE
Prime minister rejects shale gas - http://www.connexionfrance.com/Ayrault-Montebourgshale-gas-view-article.html
---------------------------------------------------UK
Lush says Frack Off - http://brand-e.biz/lush-cosmetics-gives-retail-space-frackoff_29259.html
Shale gas and fracking -http://frackingfreeireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/shalegas-and-fracking-report-SN06073.pdf
George Osborne unveils 'most generous tax breaks in world' for fracking
Environmental groups furious as chancellor sets 30% rate for shale gas producers in bid to
enhance UK energy security
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2013/jul/19/george-osborne-tax-break-fracking-shaleenvironment
----------------------------------------------------------------SCOTLAND
Herald Scotland article:
Sepa probe at coal-bed methane wellshttp://www.heraldscotland.com/news/environment/sepa-probe-at-coal-bed-methanewells.20788550
POLAND
Polish minister denies shale gas exodus by US firms
http://www.euractiv.com/energy/polish-minister-denies-shale-gas-news-529287

GLOBAL NEWS
Former Mobil VP Warns of Fracking and Climate Change - http://truthout.org/news/item/17605-former-mobil-vp-warns-of-fracking-and-climate-change
(...) A quiet retirement gets fracked
I retired with no intention of doing anything in the oil or gas industries. [But] about the time
we bought this house and started restoration, people that knew I had been in the oil business
started saying, what do you think about fracking? I had not been following it at all, and said,
'What do you mean?' " They said, 'They're talking about maybe drilling gas wells 100 or 150
feet from the lake." I said, "That's crazy. It doesn't make any sense, I'll see what I can find
out." (...)
(...)
EC: So what's the solution?
LA: I think we have wasted a lot of time that should have gone into seriously looking into and
developing alternative energies. And we need to stop wasting that time and get going on it.
But the difficult part is that the industry talks about, well, this is a bridge fuel [that] will carry
us until alternatives [are developed] but nobody is building them. It's not a bridge unless you
build the foundations for a bridge on the other side, and nobody's building it.(...)
Gas prices could fall by a quarter with shale drilling, Government advisers say
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/energy/10186007/Gas-prices-could-fall-bya-quarter-with-shale-drilling-Government-advisers-say.html?
utm_source=Daily+Carbon+Briefing&utm_campaign=538a720068DAILY_BRIEFING&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_876aab4fd7-538a720068-303422261

EGYPT - Winning against the odds – How an Egyptian community stopped BP in its
tracks. - See more at: http://platformlondon.org/2013/06/25/winning-against-theodds-how-an-egyptian-community-stopped-bp-in-its-tracks/#sthash.xRc2FnoA.dpuf
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ARGENTINA
Chevron and YPF Sign $1.5 Billion Shale Oil Deal http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2013/07/16/world/americas/ap-lt-argentina-ypfchevron.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&_r=0
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ECOWATCH
Secret Trade Deals Promote Fracking, Threaten Future of American Democracy
July 15, 2013
http://ecowatch.com/2013/trade-deals-fracking-threaten-democracy/
By Mitch Jones
We’ve all seen the results in states across the country of the influence that the American
Legislative Exchange Council and the Koch Brothers have amassed. And if you think the results
of their agenda to hand more and more power to corporations at your expense are bad, you
should really hate the new “trade” deals being negotiated to hand even more power to
corporations at our expense.
The Transpacific Partnership (TPP) is being secretly negotiated by 12 countries, including the

U.S., Canada, Mexico, Chile, Peru, Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam,
Japan and Brunei. The Trans Atlantic Free Trade Agreement (TAFTA) includes the 27 nations of
the European Union. Both of these proposed trade agreements threaten U.S. food safety rules,
infringe upon public and private land with an increased push for fracking, undermine efforts to
develop local food systems and increase the privatization of water systems.

EPA to Allow Consumption of Toxic Fracking Wastewater by Wildlife and Livestock
http://ecowatch.com/2013/epa-fracking-wastewater-agriculture/
Millions of gallons of water laced with toxic chemicals from oil and gas drilling rigs are pumped
for consumption by wildlife and livestock with the formal approval from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), according to public comments filed yesterday by Public Employees for
Environmental Responsibility (PEER). Contrary to its own regulations, EPA is issuing permits for
surface application of drilling wastewater without even identifying the chemicals in fluids used
for hydraulic fracturing, also known as fracking, let alone setting effluent limits for the
contaminants contained within them.

REPORTS- RESEARCH
Who pays the cost of fracking? - http://ecowatch.com/2013/who-pays-fracking/
Raising new concerns about a little-examined dimension of the fracking debate, Environment
America Research & Policy Center today released a report analyzing state and federal financial
assurance requirements for oil and gas drilling operations. As fracking expands at a frenzied
pace in several states and federal officials consider allowing fracking near national parks and
forests and key drinking water sources, Who Pays the Costs of Fracking? reveals current
bonding requirements are inadequate to cover the costs of damage from gas drilling.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Shale gas and fracking -http://frackingfreeireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/shalegas-and-fracking-report-SN06073.pdf
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Unconventional Gas: the potential impact on UK gas prices https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/unconventional-gas-the-potential-impacton-uk-gas-prices
Research and analysis
Campaigners:
'Well worth reading, It is very insightful in how the industry sees the future. The
economic argument and the drive for lax regulation....'
'This was just published by the UK government and is an assessment of the potential
impact of unconventional gas on prices. '
Therein lies the danger ,the long lead in.
'They admit that shale gas will not have an influence on gas prices. What they want to tell us
that it would be vital for energy security. And that's what I actually am most afraid of: the
industry wants to make us even more dependent on fossil fuels as they're already afraid of
renewable energy sources (Renewable Energy Races Ahead as Nuclear and Fossil Fuels Falter).

Europe - in particular Britain - is even paving the way for more extraordinary aid for nuclear
(EU draws up plans to allow state aid for nuclear power [put the headline in your search engine
and you get free temporary access to this FT article]). The latest act of British cronyism was
just published today. What strikes me most is the seemingly total ignorance of climate
change, as we can see in the Methane in UK groundwater research overview of the British
Geological Survey, calling Methane (CH4) an "important greenhouse gas and a common trace
component of groundwater".
The Brits are very obviously no better than the fellows across the Atlantic '
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Geothermal-Fracking vs. Gas-Fracking.
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2013/07/is-fracking-for-enhancedgeothermal-systems-the-same-as-fracking-for-natural-gas?cmpid=WNL-Wednesday-July172013
Fracking: identified 632 chemicals - This figure comes from a peer-reviewed article by
Theo Colborn, The Endocrine Disruption Exchange (TEDX). You can find the article on the
TEDX website, along with other information, and I've attached the pdf below as well.
http://www.endocrinedisruption.com/chemicals.air.php
Here is the report: http://frackingfreeireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/HERA12137NGAirQualityManuscriptforwebwithfigures3.pdf

FULL ARTICLES
Financial Times, July 18, 2013 11:02 pm
Energy chiefs warn on EU oil sands measures
By Sylvia Pfeifer
Chief executives of some of Britain’s largest energy service companies have warned
of “significant economic consequences” if Brussels implements a fuel quality
directive that would classify crude from Canada’s oil sands as dirtier than other
types.
The executives – who include Samir Brikho of Amec, Keith Cochrane of Weir Group
and Bob Keiller of Wood Group – point out in a letter to the Financial Times that
their companies are part of a European supply chain that benefits from the
development of Canada’s oil sands industry.
The fuel quality directive was passed in 2007, but agreement has yet to be reached
on how certain articles will be enforced. The EU’s Climate Commissioner, Connie
Hedegaard, is expected to publish the results of an impact assessment of the
proposed implementation measures before the end of August.
Joe Oliver, Canada’s natural resources minister, visited Europe this year to lobby on
behalf of the industry. He claimed the proposed implementation measures unfairly
singled out crude from oil sands and did not take into account emissions from
countries that are less transparent in reporting their emissions than Canada.
The executives, while supporting the goal of the directive to reduce the carbon
intensity of energy supplied for road transport, claim the implementation measures
might “have the perverse outcome of penalising the Canadian oil sands for

transparency of disclosure relating to greenhouse gas emissions from this crude
source”.
“As members of the European supply chain to Canada’s energy sector, this could
have significant economic consequences...Now, more than ever, energy security
and energy affordability are paramount to ensure energy competitiveness,” they
added.
Oil sands, a sticky mixture of sand, water and bitumen, have become an important
source of wealth for Canada but are also a major target for environmental activists.
Environmentalists oppose oil sands because they say there are already more than
enough known reserves of fossil fuels to heat the planet to potentially dangerous
levels.
They also argue the energy-intensive extraction techniques required to get fuel
from oil sands – dubbed as tar sands by critics – produces more greenhouse gas
emissions than other types of crude, while a pipeline spill could harm native
wildlife.
Once the measures in the fuel quality directive have been formally published, there
will be a period of two months for the member states – in the form of the Council of
Ministers – to approve or reject it. The decisive vote could happen as soon as midOctober when the EU’s environment ministers are due to meet.
Financial Times, July 19, 2013 12:02 am
Osborne looks to create world’s most generous shale tax regime
By Jim Pickard, Chief Political Correspondent
George Osborne will pledge on Friday to create the world’s most
generous tax regime for shale gas as he attempts to galvanise the
revolutionary industry in Britain.
The UK chancellor will cut the tax on shale production to 30 per cent
compared with the 62 per cent paid by most of the oil and gas industry
in a move that will be warmly greeted by operators.
At the same time, the Treasury will insist energy companies must
provide at least £100,000 of community benefits for each well drilled by
the industry.
Ministers are keen to replicate the success of the US, where “fracking”
has produced a glut of natural gas and pushed down the price to the
benefit of households and industry. David Cameron said recently that he
was “pretty jealous” of the US industry.
Yet there is growing concern from environmentalists about the
consequences of fracking – or hydraulic fracturing – which involves
pumping water, sand and chemicals underground to split the rock and
release the gas or oil inside.
Green groups fear that the process can pollute ground water and release
the greenhouse gas methane into the atmosphere.
Mr Osborne will say that shale gas has “huge potential” to broaden
Britain’s energy mix, create thousands of jobs and keep energy bills low.

“Shale gas is a resource with huge potential to broaden the UK’s energy
mix,” he plans to say. “We want to create the right conditions for
industry to explore and unlock that potential in a way that allows
communities to share in the benefits.”
A recent report by the British Geological Survey revealed there is more
than twice as much shale gas in the north of England than there was
thought previously to be in the entire country.
Michael Fallon, energy minister, told parliament on Thursday that Britain
still required oil and gas for three-quarters of its energy needs. “It is a
vital part of our economy, and it is going to remain so for decades to
come, even as we move to a low-carbon economy,” he said.
Mr Fallon said that onshore oil and gas had been extracted successfully
in the UK for a century without any chemical spills or gas leakages
“comparable to the experience in the US”.
The minister said gas prices had halved in the US as a result of fracking,
which was now being explored by India and China.
But Tom Greatrex, shadow energy minister, said there was no proof that
there would be the same impact on energy prices in Britain.
While expressing cautious support for shale gas, Mr Greatrex said:
“Suggestions there is going to be cheap gas to extrapolate the US
experience doesn’t stand up to much scrutiny, given the way gas is
traded.”
Ministers will set out a system of regulatory oversight for shale gas with
the Environment Agency, responsible for ground water, and the Health
and Safety Executive, in charge of wells.
The coalition faces a potential backlash from MPs of all parties amid
some public hostility to fracking. Tessa Munt, Liberal Democrat MP for
Wells, cited “pollution incidents in the US and Australia” as she
welcomed the unanimous cross-party opposition to fracking from
councillors in Bath and northeast Somerset.

CONTECT DETAILS
FACEBOOK :NO FRACKING IRELAND
TWITTER:

@Notofracking

No Fracking Northern Ireland
@BANfrackingNI

WEB: FRACKING IRELAND: https://sites.google.com/site/frackingireland/
WEB GEAI:http://goodenergiesalliance.com/ FFAN:http://www.frackaware.com/wordpress/
WEB: LOVE LEITRIM: www.loveleitrim.org
NOT for $HALE:http://www.notforshale.com/
NO TO FRACKING: http://notofracking.com/
FACEBOOK BRUSSELS: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Fracking-Free-IrelandBrussels/164779630344250?fref=ts
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For an overview of all groups/networks, websites and contact details visit:
http://frackingfreeireland.org/campaign-news/contact-local-groups/
Use the sitemap for an overview of all topics on the web

