Fracking Matters Newsletter (24) – 15 November 2011

Information letter for those to whom fracking matters and (some) updates on the website
www.frackingfreeireland.org, with links to other (Irish) fracking websites

Upcoming events:
Wednesday November 16 th

Press Notification from Senator Susan
O’Keeffe
Labour Party Senator Sligo North Leitrim

Public debate Onshore Hydraulic fracturing
Galway Nov 16th

AUTHOR OF UK FRACKING REPORT DUE IN
DUBLIN, WEDNESDAY

Please join the NUIG Energy Society, Geology
Society and Young Greens for a
very special Panel Discussion on the current
Shale Gas Exploration underway in the Lough
Allen Basin. This event is being run as part of the
Galway Science and Technology Festival
(www.galwayscience.ie).
Come along to find out what Shale Gas and
Hydraulic Fracturing ("Fracking") are and what
role they may play in the Irish energy system.
Is this an opportunity to reduce Ireland's
dependence on imported energy or an
environmental disaster in the making? What are
the economic and social
implications of extracting shale gas?
Due to the highly charged nature of the shale gas
debate, the discussion will be firmly grounded in
fact and moderated by Lorna Siggins, Western
and Marine Correspondent of the Irish Times.
Speakers are:

Dr. C.J de Pater lead investigator and co-author
of the Geomechanical Study of Bowland Shale
Seismicity will be in Dublin on Wednesday 16
October and available to talk to the press
between 12:30 to 1:30pm. His report concluded
that fracking had contributed to the recorded
earthquakes near the Preese Hall wellsite in
Lancashire, UK in April and May of this year.
Dr de Pater will be the special guest at a briefing
for TDs and senators hosted by Senator Susan
O’Keeffe at 2.30pm in Leinster House. Titled
Information Briefing on Hydraulic Fracturing in
Ireland, the briefing will be given by the
Fracking Research and Information Centre, a
citizens group based in the North West.
The Fracking Research and Information Centre
is a group of individuals whose aim is to inform
the public about fracking.
Dr. de Pater is a professor in the Department of
Geotechnology at the Delft University of
Technology in the Netherlands.
Please contact Neil McGowan if you would like to
arrange an interview with Dr de Pater.

* Tiernan Henry, Lecturer, Department of
Geology, NUI Galway
* Aideen McLoughlin, Local Environmentalist
* John Simmie, Professor, School of
Chemistry, NUI Galway
* Thomas Van Rensberg, Lecturer,
Department of Economics, NUI Galway
The event will take place at 7:30pm on
Wednesday, November 16 in Room AM150,
NUI Galway. Contact Michael Ewing
michael@ien.ie
==============================

For Further Information Please Contact:
Neil Mc Gowan
Tel: 0876571469
Email: susan.okeeffe@oireachtas.ie
www.susanokeeffe.ie
Facebook: www.facebook.com/susanokeeffe
Twitter: @susanokeeffe
Susan O'Keeffe
SENATOR
01 618 3870
===========================

Ardcarne Community Against Fracking
There is a screening of Gasland followed by a talk
and questions and answers - Wed 16th Nov,
8pm in Davitt's Pub, Drumkeeran, guest speaker
Rob Doyle. Contact: Leah Doherty (
doherty.lea@gmail.com ) 087 7409102 / 071 966
7360

Updates Web FFI
Safety first, fracking second articles in
Scientific American

Breffni Farmers Network and Lough Allen
Conservation Society cordially invite you to
attend a public information meeting on the topic
of the proposed hydraulic fracturing(fracking)
plan for Ireland on Wednesday, November 16th
at 4.00 pm in the Mercantile Hotel, Dame
Street, Dublin
==============================

http://frackingfreeireland.org/wpcontent/uploads/2011/08/Sc-Am-Shale-GasEditorial-Nov-11.pdf
http://frackingfreeireland.org/wpcontent/uploads/2011/08/Sc-Am-Shale-Gas-1Nov-2011.pdf

Posters to be download: Web FFI upcoming
events:
A4 http://frackingfreeireland.org/wpcontent/uploads/2011/07/Public-Advocacyposter-A4.pdf
A5 http://frackingfreeireland.org/wpcontent/uploads/2011/07/Public-Advocacyposter-A5.pdf

http://frackingfreeireland.org/wpcontent/uploads/2011/08/Sc-Am-Shale-Gas-2Nov-2011.pdf
http://frackingfreeireland.org/wpcontent/uploads/2011/08/Sc-Am-Shale-Gas-3Nov-2011.pdf
(Web FFI Official reports/research)

============================
UK

===========================
Carrick-Against Fracking
Contact: John Cronogue jcronogue@gmail.com
Our weekly meetings every Thurs in Carrick on
Shannon continue with more new people
attending. we will be in the usual venue, Burkes
Bar, Bridge St. at 7pm. All welcome
National Water Framework in Crokepark in
Dublin on Thursday Dec 1st.
A bus will be organised to this meeting from
Carric-on-Shannon
Contact 087 9093939 to book a place. Approx.
13 Euro p.p.
==============================
Cliffoney
Meetings on Thursdays at 9 pm in O'Donnell's
pub, main street
contact: Meg Rybicki youthmardingo@gmail.com
086 3840254

About shale gas drilling and seismic activity
( earthquakes), question from labor MP to
Minister for Energy, and Minister’s written
answer.
THIS LINKS SEEMS NOT TO WORK IN pdf,
Please copy and paste or read the story
below
http://www.theyworkforyou.com/wrans/?id=201
1-11-14a.79927.h&s=hydraulic+frac

(Web FFI Irish Press/UK)
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minimise the risk of such events occurring again.
Other key regulators will be consulted before any
such decision is taken.

Bulgaria's Energy Minister calls for common
EU rules for shale gas exploration
http://frackingfreeireland.org/wpcontent/uploads/2011/09/Bulgaria-call-forcommon-EU-rules.pdf (Web FFI: global fracking)

Tom Greatrex (Rutherglen and Hamilton West,
Labour)
To ask the Secretary of State for Energy and
Climate Change
(1) what steps his Department's chief scientific
adviser (a) has taken and (b) plans to take in
assessing the relationship between shale gas
drilling and seismic activity in the vicinity of
Cuadrilla Resources’ Preese Hall-1 well;
(2) when he expects work on shale gas
exploration to resume;
(3) what assessment he has made of the report
by Cuadrilla Resources on the cause of seismic
activity in the vicinity of Cuadrilla Resources’
Preese Hall-1 well; and if he will make a
statement;
(4) what assessment he has made of Cuadrilla
Resources’ conclusions on the causes of seismic
activity in the vicinity of Cuadrilla Resources’
Preese Hall-1 well;
(5) what assessment he has made of the
likelihood of further seismic activity related to
shale gas exploration.
•

Hansard source (Citation: HC Deb, 14
November 2011, c586W)

Charles Hendry (Minister of State (Renewable
Energy), Energy and Climate Change; Wealden,
Conservative)
A geomechanical study has been undertaken by
Cuadrilla Resources, the operator carrying out
shale gas exploration near Blackpool, which was
submitted to the Department on 2 November
2011. It is being reviewed very carefully by
DECC, in consultation with the British Geological
Survey, and other independent experts. The
Department's chief scientific adviser and his staff
will be involved throughout.
Cuadrilla's report confirms a connection between
the hydraulic fracturing at the Preese Hall-1 well
and the seismic activity which took place on 1
April and 27 May 2011.
No decision on the resumption of these hydraulic
fracture operations will be made until the
implications of this report, and of any further
analysis which may prove necessary, has been
fully considered, and appropriate practical
measures have been approved by Ministers to

Shale gas in South Africa (in South African
language)
http://frackingfreeireland.org/wpcontent/uploads/2011/09/landbou-Nov-2011.pdf
(Web FFI:global fracking)
If you do not wish to receive this newsletter please
contact: ineke@frackingfreeireland.org

